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(and yet perhaps I know well enough) that slaves have a
natural disposition to be tyrants, and that when my betters
give me a kick, I am apt to revenge it with six upon my
footman; although perhaps he may be an honest and
diligent fellow, I have heard great divines affirm, that
" nothing is so likely to call down an universal judgment
from Heaven upon a nation as universal oppression," and
whether this be not already verified in part, their worships
the landlords are now at full leisure to consider. Whoever
travels this country, and observes the face of nature, or the
faces, and habits, and dwellings of the natives, will hardly
think himself in a land where either law, religion, or common
humanity is professed.1

m later times, the statutes weie ignored and not enforced, and the Irish
landlord, in endeavours to obtain for himself social recognition and
standing m England which, because of his Irish origin, were denied
him, remained in England indulging himself in lavish expenditure and
display The consequences of this were the impoverishment of his
estates and their eventual management by lack-renters. These rack-
renters, whose only interest lay in squeezing money out of the im-
poverished tenants, became the bane of the agricultural holder*

Unfortunately, the spint of "absenteeism" extended itself to the
holders of offices in Ireland, and even the lord-lieutenant rarely took
up his residence in Dublin for any time longer than necessitated by the
immediate demands of his installation and speech-making, although he
drew his emoluments from the Irish revenues. In thef' List of Absentees''
instances are given where men appointed to Irish offices would land on
Saturday night, receive the sacrament on Sunday, take the oath m
court on Monday morning, and be on their way back to England by
Monday afternoon.

It has been calculated that out of a total rental of ^"1,800,000, as much
as 33-j per cent, was sent out of the country. [T S.]

1 Sheridan, in the sixth number of "The Intelligencer," contributes
an account of the state of Ireland, written to the text, **O patna! O
divum domus'"

"When I travel through any part of this unhappy kingdom, and I
have now by several excursions made from Dublin, gone through most
counties of it, it raises two passions in my breast of a different kind; an
indignation against those vile betrayers and msulters of it, who in-
sinuate themselves into favour, by saying, it is a rich nation; and a
sincere passion for the natives, who are sunk to the lowest degree of
misery and poverty, whose houses are dunghills, whose victuals are the
blood of their cattle, or the herbs in the field; and whose clothing, to
the dishonour of God and man, is nakedness. Yet notwithstanding all
the dismal appearances, it is the common phrase of our upstart race of
people, who have suddenly sprung up like the dragon's teeth among us,